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Recommended universities and education providers offering online courses

The Open University UK:

World leaders in online learning since 1969. The 
Open University offers supported online learning 
for undergraduate and postgraduate courses and 
qualifications, subjects areas range from Art and 
Humanities, Education, Environment and Development, 
Mathematics and Statistics, Medical Sciences, 
Nursing, Computing and IT, Languages, and more. 

Arden University:

Arden University offers a broad variety of degrees, top-up 
degrees, Masters and MBAs that can be studied online, 
covering subjects including Business, Law and Marketing, 
to Psychology, Criminology, Healthcare and more.

London School of Planning and Management:

It has over 9.000 students and 34 online Master’s 
degrees. Although the majority are MBAs, LSPM also 
offers degrees in Law, Medicine, and Education. 

London School of International Business:

This is a university focused solely on online 
programmes, with courses ranging from Tourism 
and Finance to Entrepreneurship and Computing. 

Imperial College London:

Imperial College embodies and delivers world-class 
scholarship, education and research in Science, 
Engineering and Medicine, with particular regard 
to their application in industry, commerce and 
healthcare. They foster interdisciplinary working 
internally and collaborate widely externally.

The University of Manchester:

The University of Manchester is one of Britain’s most 
famous and forward-thinking universities, with a 
rich heritage stretching 180 years and an exciting 
agenda for the future. Their courses include taught 
master’s courses and postgraduate certificates 
and diplomas, as well as master of research (MRes) 
courses, research training and CPD short courses.

Nottingham Trent University:

Acknowledged in the UK for its teaching excellence 
by both The Guardian and The Times, Nottingham 
Trent University is recognised globally for its 
research credentials. With cutting-edge online 
postgraduate courses in business, international 
relations and construction, it is dedicated to 
successful student results. Last year, 95% of NTU’s 
postgraduate student’s secured employment or 
further study within six months of graduating.

The University for the Creative Arts:

The University for the Creative Arts offers one of the 
broadest ranges of course options in the UK for studying 
in the arts by online learning, offered through their 
online learning college, UCA Open College of the Arts. 
With the UCA, you can study a one-off course leading 
to a Certificate or Diploma in Higher Education or 
build towards a full BA (Hons) or MA degree whenever 
and wherever you like and at a pace that suits you.

The UCA is recognised as the UK’s highest-
ranked creative specialist course provider. 

The University of Edinburgh:

They offer two main types of online learning 
courses: postgraduate qualifications and 
Massive Open Online Courses.

They also have free short courses available online, subjects 
range from Philosophy to Football, from Life on Mars 
to Know Your Pet. To date, more than 2 million people 
worldwide have signed up to take their online courses. 

The University of Liverpool in a coop. with 
Laureate Online Education: 

One of the top eLearning institutions in the world 
according to Financial Times, the University of Liverpool 
in cooperation with Laureate Online Education offers 41 
distance learning courses from a wide area of disciplines.

The University of Portsmouth:

This university is at the forefront of Sports 
Science and research projects in Physics and 
Dentistry, Nursing, and Pharmacy. They offer online 
Undergraduate degrees as well as short courses 
in the Institute of Criminal Justice Studies.

These Universities offer all types of programmes that might interest you, from 
Bachelor, Master and PhD. programmes, to Short Courses.



Free courses

Are you not ready to commit to a degree?

As stated on our site, there are thousands of free courses available online 
with a range of providers. Some of which include; Open Learn, Alison.com, 
Future Learn, National Extension college, Corsera, LinkedIn Learning and 
many more. Don’t hesitate to contact our Student Support team if you would 
like any advice. 



Choosing the perfect 
online course

If you’re lucky enough to know what 
you’d like to study! The next stage is to 
choose that perfect online course!

Searching the Distance Learning Portal 
will generate a useful list of online 
courses in your subject area and desired 
level; but which ones for you?

Head to the Study Portal to search for 
thousands of online courses worldwide! 

www.studyportals.com

Read the following 6 steps to help you 
choose the perfect online course.



1. Is the course from a 
reputable institution?

2. Does the content 
match your needs 
and interest?

Institutions that offer degree-level courses in the 
UK are called either ‘recognised’ or ‘listed’ bodies.

Recognised bodies are higher learning 
institutions that can award degrees.

Listed bodies cannot award degrees 
themselves but award them through 
one of the recognised bodies.

If you’re studying a course at a different level eg.  
A Diploma or a vocational qualification specific 
to a particular industry, the Quality Assurance 
Authority https://www.qaa.ac.uk/reviewing-
higher-education# is the place to read reviews 
on academic standards and Quality of courses. 

Just like traditional university courses, online 
courses with the same name and award, don’t 
necessarily have the same content. It’s important 
to ensure that you’ll be studying modules 
that interest you and to find out about the 
flexibility and choice available as your course 
progresses. Do your research!  - make a short 
list of possible courses and then head to the 
provider’s website to find out more! Their Student 
support departments are there to help you! 

3. How long will the 
course take to complete 
and how flexible is it?

To most students, one of the advantages of 
online learning is the opportunity to study at your 
own pace, fitting in with personal aspirations. 
For example, Open University courses offer the 
opportunity for full or part time study depending 
on how many hours you wish to commit to study 
at a particular time and modules can be chosen 
as your interests develop. Some courses have 
mandatory residential weeks so check out when 
these take place as they are usually a required 
part of the course. Exams usually take place 
outside our semester dates but if they occur 
during your travels, we can make arrangements 
for this. It’s worth planning an overview of the 
duration of your studies.  Think about spending 
time gaining work experience, volunteering and 
accumulating life skills alongside your formal 
qualification and work out how these  could fit in 
between and during the Global Grad semesters.



4. Check out the 
teaching methods

5. Networking and 
Collaboration

Online courses are perfectly placed to 
take advantage of the rapidly evolving 
digital technology. Course materials should 
incorporate various multimedia elements into 
the presentation, such as videos, podcasts, 
interactive activities, and more, ensuring that 
you are able to study in the way that works 
best for you. Most Universities will provide 
samples of course materials to potential students 
and it is well worth taking the opportunity to 
request this. Materials should be interactive 
and engaging, encouraging both independent 
study and collaboration between students.

Meeting like-minded people and making contacts 
is one of the most valuable  things to gain from 
any learning experience. Interaction between 
students should be central to the course focus 
of any online degree and as a  student, you 
should feel like part of a community  sharing 
similar industry and/or professional interests. The 
network you build will be invaluable for the future. 

6. Access to resources  

As an online student, you should have the 
same level of access to university materials 
and services as those studying on-campus. 
Look for careers advice, student experience 
teams, library resources and communication 
with module leaders and tutors. Also consider 
how feedback on assignments is provided. 

Exams usually take place outside our semester 
dates but if they occur during your travels, 
we can make arrangements for this.

Time spent on research at this stage is invaluable. 
Once you have made a shortlist of potential 
courses, contact the providers, check out the 
points above and most importantly, ask questions! 



Student Finance

It is likely you are eligible for a loan from the UK Government 
to fund your online studies, just like traditional university 
degrees. Students studying online are classed as Part 
time students for the purposes of student finance.



Can part-time students get a Tuition Fee Loan?

Yes! Part-time students – don’t have to pay any 
tuition fees upfront. You can apply for a Tuition Fee 
Loan. This isn’t- means tested so the amount you 
receive won’t depend on your household income.

However, you must meet the following criteria :

1. First undergraduate degree: this must be your first time 
studying for an undergraduate qualification. While there 
are some exceptions (such as if you’re studying nursing 
or a PGCE), generally speaking you can’t already hold a 
qualification at the same or a higher level than the one 
you’re studying. If you’re not sure, check with your uni.

2. Course intensity: your course has to have a ‘course 
intensity’ of 25% or more to be eligible for the Tuition 
Fee Loan. This means that for each year of your part-
time course, you have to be completing at least 25% of 
what you would be if you were studying the same course 
on a full-time basis. The course can’t take any longer 
than four times the time it would take to complete the 
course if studied full time (up to a maximum of 16 years).

How much is the Tuition Fee Loan for part-time students?

Based on 2018/19 information, part-time students 
can get a Tuition Fee Loan of up to:

£6,935 a year if you’re studying at a publicly-
funded university or college (essentially, up to 
the maximum cost of your tuition fees);

£4,625 if your university is privately-funded.

The chances are your uni is publicly-funded (this 
basically just means that it gets money from the 
government). Only five unis in the UK aren’t and 
would be classified as privately-funded:

University of Buckingham

Regent’s University London

University of Law Guildford

 BPP UniversityLondon,

 Arden University

There’s a possibility it will cost more than your Tuition 
Fee Loan will cover to go to a private university. If this 
is the case, it’s up to you to make up the shortfall.

To keep things simple, the Tuition Fee Loan 
is paid directly to the university.

Undergraduate level

To Apply for Student Finance :
If you live in...
England - https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
Wales - https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk
Scotland - https://www.saas.gov.uk 
N. Ireland - https://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk



If you are starting a master’s course, you 
could be eligible for a loan from the UK 
Government of up to £10,609 to help 
with course fees and living costs.

Which courses are eligible?

1. The course must be in the UK and must 
lead to a master’s qualification.

2. You can study either at the course 
provider, or by distance learning.

3. Postgraduate loans are not available 
for postgraduate level courses such as 
PgCert, PgDip, or where the course is 
funded by undergraduate student finance, 
such as Initial Teacher Training (ITET).

Key Facts

1. You can use it however you like – either 
towards your tuition fees, living costs, or other 
costs associated with your postgraduate study.

2. The loan is not means tested.

3. It will be paid directly into your bank account 
in three instalments during the academic year

4. If your course is longer than one 
year, the loan will be divided equally 
across each year of your course. 

5. If you study part-time, you can only get 
payments in the first two years of your course.

6. You’ll repay the loan once you’ve finished or 
left your course, and are earning over £21,000.

Am I eligible for the loan?

You will be eligible for this loan if you:

1. Are a British citizen, or have been 
ordinarily resident in England for three 
years on the first day of your course 

2. Are under 60 years of age on 
the first day of your course

3. Are studying a taught or 
research master’s course

4. Don’t already have a postgraduate 
master’s qualification, or another higher 
level qualification, such as a PhD.

You may also be eligible for this loan if you are:

- An EU national, but don’t currently live in the UK

- A refugee, or a relative of one

- Under Humanitarian Protection, or a 
relative of someone who is 

- An EEA or Swiss migrant worker, 
or a relative of one

- The child of a Swiss national

- The child of a Turkish worker

Postgraduate level

To Apply for Student Finance :
If you live in...
England - https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
Wales - https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk
Scotland - https://www.saas.gov.uk 
N. Ireland - https://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk


